
 
 

Date:     9/18/17               

 

Subject:    General Manager Report   

 

Staff Contact: Mitchell S. Dion, Interim General Manager  

 

For the given month, the General Manager participated in the following reoccurring meetings 

and special events:  

      

1. RiverArc project team met.  The agencies are being asked to confirm their requirements in 

the respective phases of the project.  As proposed RLECWD would need approximately 10% 

of the ultimate project production.  However, the District would need nearly 30% of the first 

phase.  Typically, the costs of projects of this nature are significantly front end loaded.  The 

other outcome of the meeting was a review of a scope of work recently awarded to initiate 

environmental permitting.  The project definition and outreach were the only two expected 

deliverables. 

 

2. Water Forum meeting provided opportunity to disclose the River Arc project.  However, the 

focus on lower American River projects and the regional implications of the Water Fix were 

topics. 

 

3. The District (Directors Green and Dills with IGM Dion) met with Supervisor Serna on 

August 23rd.  In addition to reinforcing or key relationships the District was able to introduce 

the concept of a single water supply agency in Northwest Sacramento County.  Supervisor 

Serna was receptive to exploring the plausibility of that option. 

 

4. The District (Engineer Carson, Legal Counsel Brenner, and IGM Dion) met with Ken 

Giberson of MacKay & Somps (representing ESP)as well as representatives of a couple of 

the owners  to discuss  conditions, phases, and the timing for the projects within the  ESP.   

 

5. The District has been in close coordination of County Planning regarding Northborough and 

Northborough 2.  The recommendation to increase density of the project was approved by the 

Planning Commission and forwarded to the Board of Supervisors.  One last minute inclusion 

is to use the Detention basins for groundwater recharge was discussed and will be worked out 

with County Staff later this month. 

 

6. The District continues to develop relationship with EDWPA.  Directors Henrici and Ridilla 

engaged in a 2 X 2 with El Dorado County Supervisors Frentzen and Ranalli.  The purpose of 

the meeting was to ensure the scope of project and goals were correctly understood by both 

agencies and to begin work on more specific tasks.  



 

   

7. Attended the Regional Water Authority (RWA).  In addition to a legislative update, the 

results of the RWA salary and compensation study was presented.  Many members of the 

Board requested to see the supporting data for the compensation study verse the summary 

therefore action was postponed.  However, the committee recommendation to approve the 

increase in compensation for the Executive Director was approved. 

 

8. Attended the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) meeting. The State Water 

Resources Control Board has scheduled Part 2 of its water-right hearing, during which it will 

consider California WaterFix's environmental impacts. Initial Part 2 testimony is due 

November 30, 2017. The neighboring American River agencies are working with the Water 

Forum and its consultants to develop Part 2 testimony that will address how California 

WaterFix could injure fish in the lower American River and provide technical support for the 

modified flow management standard. 

 

9. The District (Super. Goyet and IGM Dion) met with Ali Rezvani, Sacramento District 

Engineer, Division of Drinking Water, to discuss the District’s permit.  We discussed the 

growth and current projects and possible implications of Cr6 regulations.  He highly 

recommended we proceed with Cr6 treatment were ever it is feasible.  He cited a couple 

reasons for this recommendation.  First that the facts and forces which were in the initial rule 

are still present.  Second, the cost of treatment has continued to drop to the degree that a 

finding on not economically feasible for the beneficial return would be stronger than old 

data.  They were pleased the District took the time to engage them with our plans and ideas 

and committed to timely processing for our reviews and permits at well 16 and well 15A. 

 

10. IGM Dion attended the League of Cities conference session to address new opportunities for 

communities to address workforce housing.  Also met with City of Chino Council Member 

Rodriguez regarding the use of the poor water quality in Chino Groundwater Basin to 

produce high quality specialty waters needed for certain research and manufacturing 

processes that provided jobs and redevelopment of the Chino Community.   

 

11.  The District (Director Dills and IGM Dion) attended the Community Cabinet meeting of 

Supervisor Frost.  The meeting focused on the code compliance issues.  However, the 

possibility of a District office (with Old Schoolhouse façade) on the corner of M and 7th) was 

introduced by Mr. Bastain.  Only one member of the public commented and her comments 

were specific to the awareness that the County will not likely be funding a new library in Rio 

Linda. 

 

12. The District completed the onsite portion of the annual Audit with NO FINDINGS!  Another 

indication the District remains on track.  The Consolidated Annual Financial Report (CAFR) 

will be compiled and prepared in format for submission for a Governmental Financial 

Officers Association (GFOA) award.  Director Henrici represented the Finance Committee to 

debrief with the Auditor. 

 



13. The District (Engineer Carson and IGM Dion) met with Sacramento Suburban Water District 

AGM York to discuss details of possible long term use of the Northridge pipeline.  IGM 

Dion also met with SSWD production staff to address any possible concerns relating to the 

pilot test or long-term plausibility of wheeling water across their system. 

 

14. The District (IGM Dion) met with San Juan Water District GM Hiliker to review and discuss 

treatment and conveyance capacity of the SJWD facilities to convey water delivered to 

Folsom Lake to RLECWD for use in ASR or in leu recharge. 

 

Other initiatives in progress are: 

 

RFP for the District Salary Comp study is due on 25 September.  Some good firms indicated 

an interest.  Also, SACOG has a contract with one of these firms which we could access as a 

“piggy back” contract and perhaps find a significant savings.  This approach for the IT 

services is being explored. 

 

Legislative outreach.  An appointment with Assemblyman McCarty is pending (Directors 

Green and Dills are assigned). 

 

The District operators are scheduled to participate in a tour of the San Juan Water District 

treatment plant for educational and to assist in preparation for the treatment examination. 

 

This is final week of State Legislative calendar to act on current year bills.  A detailed 

overview of legislative issues of concern will be forwarded to the Board members following 

the State Senate conclusion on 15 September. 

 

A dialogue was initiated with Dudek to discuss RLECWD hosting an education program to 

help policy makers and non-technical people understand models and the controversies in the 

WaterFix. 

 

Meeting with IGM Dion and Twin Rivers School administration was postponed due to 

scheduling commitments and commencement of school year. 

 

   

 

 

 


