
 
 

Date:     8/15/16               

 

Subject:    General Manager Report   
 

Staff Contact: Ralph Felix, General Manager  

 

For the given month, the General Manager participated in the following meetings and events:  

 

1. Regional Water Reliability Plan & Regional Drought Contingency Plan Update, July 13, 

2016: this particular meeting was a general overview of the reliability and contingency plan. 

Items covered were the Vulnerability Assessment Approach, Mitigation Actions 

Development, Establishing the Basis of The Plan and going over the Water Budget Table 

(allocation of water use).  The Water Budget Table examines an agency’s water use during a 

wet and dry year with regards to surface water and ground water use. The concept behind this 

is to get agencies to start thinking about regional conjunctive use and water banking. The 

next steps will focus on a Pilot Process with a selected agency and the commencement of 

agency interviews.  

   

2. Regional Water Authority, RWA 15 yr Anniversary Luncheon, July 14, 2016: I attended the 

RWA celebration to show support and represent the district. Many agencies and 

municipalities were present, such as, the Association of California Water Agencies, Citrus 

Heights Water District, City of Folsom, Placer County Water Agency and SMUD. The 

keynote speaker was former State Senator Dave Cogdill, who spoke about the importance of 

all agencies coming together at the regional level to reach a common goal. During the 

function, I was able to meet with SMUD representatives and discuss the possibility of 

acquiring land that they own in Rio Linda that could be used for our well 17 project. They 

were very receptive and had put me in touch with their Real-Estate person, Blandon Granger. 

A district letter of interest was provided to SMUD, however, a response was returned on 

August 8, 2016 stating that they had plans for future use of that property.  As a result, the 

district has contacted another property owner next door to SMUD’s property to inform her 

that the district was interested in acquiring a parcel of her property.  Currently, she has 

expressed interest and plans to contact the district to schedule a meeting. More to come on 

this. 

 

3. Department of Water Resources (DWR), July 15, 2016: I attended DWR’s Sustainable 

Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) meeting to review the Draft Approved Basin 

Boundary Modification Plan. In September 2014, the Governor signed into law the 

Sustainable Groundwater Management Act. DWR is developing emergency regulations to 

modify groundwater basin boundaries. SGMA established a process for local agencies to 

request that DWR revise the boundaries of the basin or sub-basin, including the creation of 



new sub-basins. Existing groundwater basin boundaries have been defined and revised based 

on the best available information during each past update of bulletin 118. This provides a 

mechanism to modify basin boundaries or create new ones based on new scientific 

information and local groundwater management knowledge to improve coordination and 

promote statewide sustainability. According to a proposed updated map that was provided for 

review, referred to as Basin ID: 5-21.64, Sacramento Valley- North American, Placer County 

had requested an adjustment to the sub-basin boundary to align it to the Yuba/Placer county 

line. The request was approved by DWR and has no impact to Rio Linda/ Elverta CWD.  

 

4. Sacramento Area Water Works Association (SAWWA), July 22, 2016: SAWWA members 

toured the Folsom Dam Auxiliary Spillway project. The project is a $900 million cooperative 

between the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau 

of Reclamation that will help the Sacramento region achieve a 200 year level of protection, 

meaning that there will be a 1 in 200 chance of flooding in any given year. The project will 

construct an auxiliary spillway to compliment the functions of the main Folsom Dam. It will 

allow water to be released earlier and more safely from Folsom Lake during a high water 

event. The spillway will include a 1,100 foot-long approach channel that will funnel the 

water from the lake into the spillway. This control structure will have six submerged gates 

that will be controlled in coordination with the gates on the main dam to control water 

releases, a 3,027 foot-long spillway chute that transports the water from the control structure 

to the American River and a stilling basin that will slow the rushing water back to normal 

flow levels that the river channel will be able to withstand. The entire spillway structure will 

operate in conjunction with the existing operations of the Folsom Dam and is not intended to 

replace any of the dam’s current functions or increase the height of the reservoir. The 

Reclamation will have responsibility for dam safety, as well as, operations and maintenance, 

while the Corps of Engineers will be responsible for flood damage reduction. The 

cooperative effort between the two federal agencies will expedite the completion of the 

project and reduce costs. The auxiliary spillway is scheduled for completion by late 2017.    

 

5. Water Distribution System Services Summit, July 26, 2016: Superintendent Pat Goyet, 

Malokai Wright and I attended the seminar to educate ourselves on large meter testing, 

distribution system asset management programs, Ferguson water works field services, 

Neptune systems customer training, and Holman Capital financing options for capital 

projects. Staff was able to gain continuing education units, while, I had the opportunity to 

discuss financing options for our Cr6 projects. What was learned from Frank Gill with 

Holman Capital was that a water agency can not apply for financing at the commencement of 

applying for Prop 1 grant funding. If the district is provided a 50/50 funding award, then it is 

possible that we could apply for a flex grant financing option through Holman Capital. 

However, it could take up to 12 months before we find out if we get an award through Prop 

1. In the interim, I requested Mr. Gill to provide us with a scenario for a bridge loan in the 

amount of $2.3 million. More to come on this.    

 

6. Twin Rivers Unified School District meeting with Deputy Superintendent Bill McGuire, July 

28, 2016: I met with Deputy Superintendent Bill McGuire to discuss the Rio Linda 

Elementary Campus property. Mr. McGuire mentioned that if the District had an interest in 

the property, that we could consider two options. One option is to lease the property. The 



other is to purchase it with the condition of allowing the county library and pre-school 

program to continue leasing under us. There may be a side-benefit to this as we can create a 

cooperative community center that allows the District to generate revenue from leasing out 

facilities for other community venues and programs. This also allows the District to help 

revitalize the historic Rio Linda downtown as we construct a new District facility to facilitate 

our expansion for new development. Currently, staff has scheduled a walk-thru to see if the 

property is suitable for the new District and Cooperative Community Center.  More to come. 

 

7. Fetcher & Company Seminar, August 4, 2016: General Manager Felix and Book Keeper 

Deborah Denning attended a seminar presented by Fetcher & Company, Certified Public 

Accountants. The CPA firm is based in Sacramento and specializes in audits for small local 

governments, non-profits, and small businesses. The focus of their presentation is based on 

The California State Controller’s Internal Control Guidelines Booklet. The objectives 

covered were: understanding the limitations of control systems, what an internal control 

system is and its applications in local government, understanding the importance of 

management and board active involvement in control systems. What was also touched on 

included, understanding the importance of risk assessment, becoming aware of various fraud 

schemes, and district impacts. Staff walked away from the seminar with a better 

understanding on how to control district finances and improve our success during audits.    

 

8. Water Caucus, August 10, 2016: I attended the Water Caucus meeting where discussion took 

place regarding the Sacramento Regional County Sanitation District (Regional San). 

Regional San is planning to construct the South Sacramento County Agriculture and Habitat 

Lands Recycled Water Program. The program will provide multiple benefits including 

protection of surface water and groundwater supplies by providing up to 52,000 acre-feet per 

year of recycled water to irrigate 8,000 to 18,000 acres of permanent agriculture and habitat 

lands. The program plans to use tertiary-treated recycled water on allowed crops in lieu of 

pumped groundwater to irrigate permanent agriculture lands and habitat mitigation lands 

through new recycled water transmission and distribution pipelines and treatment, pumping 

and storage facilities. The amount of water saved is the equivalent amount of potable water 

needed to serve up to 100,000 homes annually in the Sacramento region.  Another incentive 

of this program is that it is flexible, where it can be built in phases to facilitate financing and 

constructability.        

 

        

 

 

Thank you for allowing me to serve the community and district! 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Ralph Felix 

General Manager 


