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MINUTES OF THE  

AUGUST 21, 2017  

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS REGULAR MEETING  

OF THE RIO LINDA/ELVERTA COMMUNITY WATER DISTRICT 

 
 

1.   CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The August 21, 2017 meeting of the Board of Directors of the Rio Linda/Elverta Community Water 

District called to order at 6:30 p.m. at the Depot/Visitor Center located at 6730 Front Street, Rio Linda, 

CA. Interim General Manager Mitchell Dion took roll call of the Board of Directors. Director Mary 

Harris, Director Brent Dills, Director Ridilla, Director Paul Green Jr., and Interim General Manager 

Mitch Dion were present. Director Henrici was absent. Director Harris led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

 

2.   PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

No public comment. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

3.1 Minutes 

July 17, 2017 Regular Board Meeting 

3.2 Expenditures 

3.3 Financial Reports 

 

It was moved by Director Ridilla and seconded by Director Green to approve the Consent Calendar. 

Directors Harris, Dills, Green and Ridilla voted yes. Director Henrici was absent. The motion carried 

with a unanimous vote of 4-0-0. 

 

4. REGULAR CALENDAR 

 

  ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND ACTION 

  

4.1 GM Report 

For the given month, the General Manager participated in the following reoccurring meetings and special 

events:  

      

1. RiverArc did not meet, however communication with Brian Martin was initiated to ensure continuity 

for RLECWD in the process. 

2. Water Forum did not meet. 
3. County Supervisor Sue Frost and Landon Wolf of Senator Nielsen’s office attended an orientation 

meeting with Directors Green and Harris at the District office.  In addition to presenting the vision 

and contemporary issues for the District, both visitors committed to working with the District on keen 

initiatives such as the household income level studies. 

4. Met with Ken Giberson of MacKay & Somps (representing ESP) to discuss over all development 

patterns in the region and the timing for the owners within the  ESP.  Also discussed the acceptance 

of the expanding Northborough into the ESP and the financial plan to support the Mello Roos.  He 

indicated that some of the projects within ESP may consider initiating work to support model homes 

by 2020, but some of the property owners were not interested in expending this level of effort and 

financial commitment. 
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5. Met with Brett Gray of Natomas Central Mutual Water Company, August 7, 2017 to discuss common 

issues of concern for both Districts and the strengthen the relationship. 

6. Met with Don Lockhart, Sacramento Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) on August 9, 

2017 to provide updates development issues in the RLECWD sphere of influence.  Specifically 

addressed was the annexation process for the portion of Northborough currently not within the 

District’s boundaries and the sequence of the process.  Currently, Northborough is seeking 

entitlements for the entire project (not within the ESP) to bring their whole project in consistency 

with the ESP.  Therefore, aligning the processes and ensuring the most efficient sequence to minimize 

efforts and costs requires close coordination with LAFCo.  This process with take six to eight months. 

7. Met with Vanessa Ryan of Umpqua Bank as an introductory meeting and also to consider banking 

tools which can provide RLECWD more service and ensure accountability. 
8. Met with Ken Payne EDWPA Interim General manager on August 10, 2017:  The discussion was a 

follow-up previous meeting and consideration of the requirements to use El Dorado County Water in 

the RLECWD service area for groundwater recharge and/or Cr6 mitigation. The arrangements needed 

require coordination between RLECWD and Sacramento Suburban Water District (SSWD).  This will 

include interconnection upgrades to intertie.  These improvements would also enhance the use of the 

intertie in a mutual aid mode too.  To move forward on pilot project funding for these enhancements 

will be presented to the RLECWD Board of Directors.  In addition, EDWPA has not secured an 

agreement with SSWD for transmission costs but has introduced another form of analysis for a more 

reasonable cost alternative to bring treated surface water across from San Juan Water District’s 

treatment facility.  Because SJWD and the USBR cost methodology were revised long term water 

supply from Folsom Lake may be more expensive than previously believed. 
9. Attended the Regional Water Authority (RWA) Executive Committee meeting on August 15, 2017.  

In addition to a legislative update, the results of the RWA salary and compensation study was 

presented.  Additionally, the evaluation and compensation for the Executive Director was also 

discussed and an increase is being proposed. The Executive Committee will present the 

recommendation to the board. 

10. The District’s litigation to pursue damage from the responsible parties for Cr6 contamination was 

subject of a high priority article in the Sacramento Bee.  Interim General Manager Dion was 

interviewed by the Bee, Good Day Sacramento, Channel 40 news and an independent news blogger. 

11. Attended the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) meeting on August 15, 2017 for 

discussion relating to the update of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA).  While 

the report provided a good summary of progress in organizing Groundwater Management Agencies, 

there was little policy discussion or any new items.  The Sacramento Groundwater Authority efforts 

to organize and manage our basin are consistent with the program outlined in both the legislation and 

the implementation policy. 

 

Other initiatives in progress are: 

 

Legislative outreach.  Currently, District representatives are scheduled to meet with Supervisor 

Serna on August 23, 2017 and an appointment with Assemblyman McCarty is pending. 

 

ACWA is forming committees for the 2018/2019 program.  The District has the opportunity to be 

represented on key committees.  The General Manager is soliciting volunteers from the Board of 

Directors. 

 

CSDA is forming committees for the 2018/2019 program.  The District has the opportunity to be 

represented on key committees.  The General Manager is soliciting volunteers from the Board of 

Directors. 
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Options to address the pending treatment for Cr 6 are being explored to preserve funding to provide 

for other enhancements needed on site without triggering treatment operator conditions. 

 

The Interim General Manager is tentatively scheduled to meet with representatives of the Division of 

Drinking Water during the first week of September to review permit and discuss future treatment 

obligations. 

 

The District is soliciting bids for Roof Repairs at the District office and award of bid is anticipated at 

the September meeting. 

 

 

4.2 District Engineer’s Report 

Engineer, Jim Carson provided the Board of Directors a written report of current projects since the last 

Board meeting. Mr. Carson provided the Board with updates on the Proposition 1 Grant Funding, 

Sacramento Housing and Redevelopment Agency (SHRA) Income Survey Cost Share, Water Supply 

Update, Well 2A and 15 – Cr6 Well Head Mitigation, El Dorado Water Agency (EDWA) ASR 

Groundwater Injection Project, Well 10 – Proposition 84 Grant Funded, Cr6 Treatment, Well 16 – 

Replacement Well, Well 17 – Monitoring Well Destruction, Well 15A – Replacement Well, Well 9 – 

Water Lubrication Conversion and Elverta Specific Plan (ESP) District Development. 

 

4.3 Contingency Fund Expenditure for Well 9 

 

The District has experienced water quality issues at Well 9 related to the bacterial growth occurring in the 

food grade oil used as a lubricant.  Overtime, large quantities of the oil build on top of the water column 

in the casing.  This layer becomes habitat for bacteria which can be drawn into the pump during 

operations and become a water quality concern.  A common solution used is to remove the oil and convert 

the bearing to a water lube system.  This work includes modification to the shaft and bowls.  Additionally, 

it is a good practice to video the inside of the well whenever the pump is pulled to look for trouble spots.   

Planning for work on Well 9 was underway during the budget development.  A summary of costs was 

provided for the budget and it was assumed to be included.  By an oversight funding for this work was not 

included.  This work was a high priority and underway which was reported on during the July Board 

meeting, yet funding was not provided for this project. 

   

The following is the breakdown for the work that was submitted during budgeting. 

Well 9 Water Lubrication Conversion  

 New Pump Base $5,000 

 Pull/Install, Bail Oil, Video $10,000 

 Water Lube Conversion $3,500 

 Labor to Modify Bowls $4,000 

 Column Pipe, Mods, Shaft $15,000 

 Electrical $3,000 

 Subtotal $41,000 

 Engineering (10%) $4,000 

 Contingency (20%) $8,000 

 Total $53,000 
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It was moved by Director Ridilla and seconded by Director Green to approve the $53,000 of the $65,000 

contingency fund in the Capital Budget to address the necessary repairs at Well 9. Directors Harris, 

Green, Dills and Ridilla voted yes. Director Henrici was absent. The motion carried with a unanimous 

vote of 4-0-0. 

 

4.4 Well 16 – Negative Declaration Determination 

 

The environmental documentation and associated comments have been provided to the Board for a 

determination if a Negative Declaration is appropriate for the Well 16 Pumping Plant project. 

 

It was moved by Harris and seconded by Director Green to approve the Negative Declaration for Well 

16 Pumping Plant project and authorize to pay the required fee of $2,216.25 to California Dept. of 

Fish and Wildlife.  Directors Harris, Green, Dills and Ridilla voted yes. Director Henrici was absent.  

The motion carried with a unanimous vote of 4-0-0. 

 

4.5  Award of Drilling Contract for Well 16 

 

The bids for the project closed on Friday, August 18, 2017 with six (6) contractors bidding on the project. 

A summary of the bids in order from lowest to highest are as follows: 

Order Contractor Bid 

1 Nor Cal Pump and Well  $ 358,867 

2 Roadrunner Drilling $381,861  

3 North State Drilling $384,311 

4 Zim Industries $391,927  

5 Stonehouse Drilling $398,967 

6 Hydro Resources $477,232 

7 Eaton Drilling $494,712 

 

The apparent low bid was from Nor Cal Pump and Well.  

 

It was moved by Harris and seconded by Director Green to award the contract to Nor Cal Pump and 

Well pending review by legal, staff and approval by the Interim District Manager.  Directors Harris, 

Green, Dills and Ridilla voted yes. Director Henrici was absent.  The motion carried with a unanimous 

vote of 4-0-0. 

 

4.6  Salary Comparison Study Authorize 

The District budgeted for a Salary Comparison Study to be completed during FY 17/18.  There is a 

timeliness element for the completion of the study for the existing classifications to address the upcoming 

bargaining period.  The focus of the study will to provide a comparison based upon total compensation. 

It was moved by Ridilla and seconded by Director Green authorize the General Manager to initiate a 

Request for Proposal (RFP) for the Salary Comparison Study.  Directors Harris, Green, Dills and 

Ridilla voted yes. Director Henrici was absent.  The motion carried with a unanimous vote of 4-0-0. 
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5. INFORMATION ITEMS 

 

5.1. DISTRICT ACTIVITY REPORT 

a. Water Operations Report 

b. Conservation Report 

 

  5.2. BOARD REPORTS 

a. Regional Water Authority - Henrici – No meeting this month. 

b. Sacramento Groundwater Authority - Green, Harris – Agenda and Executive Report  

c. LAFCo - Green - No meeting to report on. 

d. Planning Committee - Henrici, Harris – August minutes provided. 

e. Finance / Administrative Committee - Henrici, Ridilla - August minutes provided. 

f. Other Reports –Ad Hoc Committee – 

  

6. PUBLIC COMMENT FOR CLOSED SESSION 

 

No public comment. 

The Board convened to closed session at 7:00 p.m.  

 

7.   CLOSED SESSION - The Board of Directors will convene to Closed Session to discuss the 

 following item. 

 

A. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED 

LITIGATION - Initiation of litigation pursuant to paragraph (4) of subdivision (d) of  

Section 54956.9: (1 case). 

 

B. CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS - pursuant to Government       

Code section 54956.8. 

Property: Water from El Dorado Water and Power Authority to be used for banking and 

exchange and well 15A development.  Agency negotiator: Mitchell S. Dion, Barbara A. 

Brenner, and Jim Carson. Negotiating parties: Rio Linda Elverta Community Water District 

and El Dorado Water and Power Authority.  Under negotiation: Instructions to negotiators 

will include price and payment terms 

 

C. APPOINTMENT / SELECTION / EMPLOYMENT OF GENERAL MANAGER – 

Directors will meet in closed session pursuant to Government Code §5457(b)(1)-for interview 

and discussion of the General Manager position.  

8.  RECONVENE OPEN SESSION 

 

President Dills reconvened to open session at 8:12 p.m. 

President Dills reported that a status update was given on El Dorado Water and Power Authority. No 

other actions to report. 

 

9.  DIRECTORS’ AND GENERAL MANAGER COMMENTS 

 

Director Harris stated there is a conflicting schedule for September 1st with the Planning Committee and 

scheduled GM interviews. Director Harris suggested canceling the Planning Committee meeting. Interim 

GM stated he would look into it. 
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General Counsel Barbara Brenner stated the she would like to get back into a committee for ACWA. It 

would be no cost to the district, but she would have to be appointed by a member district. The Board was 

in agreement to add her.   

 

President Dills asked if the Engineers report could be narrowed down.  
 

10.  ADJOURNMENT  

 

President Dills adjourned the meeting at 8:20 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Signature on file.________    Signature on file.______________ 

Mitchell S. Dion, Secretary                                                Brent Dills, President of the Board 


