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MINUTES OF THE  

JUNE 19, 2017  

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS PUBLIC HEARING AND REGULAR MEETING  

OF THE RIO LINDA/ELVERTA COMMUNITY WATER DISTRICT 

 
 

1.   CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The June 19, 2017 meeting of the Board of Directors of the Rio Linda/Elverta Community Water District 

called to order at 6:31 p.m. at the Depot/Visitor Center located at 6730 Front Street, Rio Linda, CA. 

General Manager Ralph Felix took roll call of the Board of Directors. Director Mary Harris, Director 

Brent Dills, Director Ridilla, Director Paul Green Jr., Director Mary Henrici and General Manager Ralph 

Felix were present. Director Ridilla led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

 

2.   PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

No public comment. 

 

3.  PUBLIC HEARING 

 

 3.1 Open Public Hearing 

 President Dills opened the Public Hearing to discuss the FY 2017-18 Operating and Capital 

 Budget. 

 3.2 FY 2017-18 Operating and Capital Budget 

 The Board President will present the District’s FY 2017-18 Operating and Capital budget. 

 3.3 Public Comment 

 No public present for comment. 

 3.4 Close Public Hearing 

 President Dills closed the public hearing. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

4.1 Minutes 

May 22, 2017 

4.2 Expenditures 

4.3 Financial Reports 

 

Director Henrici stated the staff report page had a different date then the minutes presented for review. 

 

It was moved by Director Henrici and seconded by Director Ridilla to approve the Consent Calendar. 

Directors Harris, Dills, Green, Henrici, Ridilla voted yes. The motion carried with a unanimous vote of 

5-0-0. 

 

5. REGULAR CALENDAR 

 

  ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND ACTION 

  

5.1 GM Report 

 

For the given month, the General Manager participated in the following meetings and events:  
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Rio Linda/Elverta CPAC meeting, May 24, 2017: At the Rio Linda/Elverta CPAC meeting,  

discussion took place regarding the ESP and Northborough development. There was public concern 

regarding the construction of housing with RD6-7 zoning along with traffic congestion. Other matters 

that came up were the impact of constructing water district supply wells on private wells. The public 

was re-assured that these well projects would have very little impact. Along with the construction of 

infrastructure in these areas, the public had questions regarding park land and water drainage. At the 

end of the meeting, the CPAC board voted to approve the development plans.       

 

JJM Engineers Constructors meeting, May 25, 2017: I met with James Maneatis with JJM Engineers 

Constructors. We discussed the ruling from the court requiring the State Water Board to justify the 

economic feasibility of its Cr6 MCL of 10 parts per billion (ppb) – particularly the impact that the 

regulation has on small systems. This means that the 10 ppb MCL for Cr6 has been remanded, which 

produces an uncertainty regarding our Cr6 treatment well projects.  

 

For instance, the District was considering entering into a contract with JJM Engineering Constructors, 

Inc. for Cr6 remediation of Well 10 through the Prop. 84 grant. However, it is unclear what level of 

Cr6 will be allowed once the new MCL is adopted. The new MCL may be high enough that the 

District will not need to remediate any of its wells. That, in addition to the court’s concern that the 

new rulemaking occur in a timely manner, means it is likely that if the new MCL remains at 10 ppb or 

close to that number and the District’s wells still require remediation, the District will still have time 

to comply by its January 1, 2020 compliance. However, for the interim, the District has considered 

postponing all of its Cr6 remediation projects until we hear otherwise.  The meeting with Mr. 

Maneatis was proactive as he agreed to the postponement of the Well 10 project and will honor the 

bid he provided should there be no change in the Cr6 MCL. 

 
Sacramento Housing & Redevelopment Agency meeting, May 25, 2017: the District invited Celia 

Yniguez and Jacqueline Juarez with the Sacramento Housing & Redevelopment Agency (SHRA) to 

discuss the possibility of SHRA helping the District with the costs of conducting a Median Household 

Income Survey in the area to determine DAC eligibility. The meeting went well as they requested 

copies of the Income Survey Guidelines provided by the State, our projected CIP Budget and a copy 

of the CRWA Income Survey Estimate. They are looking into the matter to see if this can be a 

feasible win-win benefit for SHRA and the District, which would mean including the community in 

their redevelopment plans to help pay for water system infrastructure. More to come. 

 

Several directors questioned the cost of the survey and the GM responded that the cost are currently 

being researched but have received quotes of up to $15,000.00. 

 
Water Forum meeting, June 8, 2017: GM Felix attended the Water Forum where discussion took 

place regarding the success of fisheries.  The lower American River is known in the Sacramento 

region for its rich legacy of environmental stewardship. Nearly five million people visit the river 

parkway each year to enjoy its unique ecological resources and recreational opportunities. With that, 

43 species of fish, including endangered steelhead trout and Chinook salmon make that part of the 

river their home. The success of the fisheries in this area could not be if it were not for the creation of 

the Habitant Management Element (HME). The HME of the Water Forum Agreement is intended to 

counterbalance the impacts of increased American River diversions.  The HME addresses flow, 

temperature, physical habitat, and recreation issues for the lower American River.  The Water Forum 

serves as the local sponsor for projects aimed at preserving the fishery, wildlife, and aesthetic values 

of the lower American River and creating public recreational spaces for communities. 
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For instance, for over 7 years, the Water Forum has partnered with the US Bureau of Reclamation, 

the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), and the 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), along with the city and county of Sacramento to 

implement gravel restoration projects in the lower American River to promote the wild spawning of 

native steelhead and salmon.  The project is undertaken yearly because quality spawning and rearing 

habitat for Chinook salmon and Steelhead is limited on the lower American River because of Nimbus 

and Folsom Dams. In the egg-laying process, females create a “nest” in loose gravel, where they 

deposit their eggs and then cover them up with more gravel.  This is why gravel is carefully placed in 

different areas of the river to create a specifically sculpted habitat based on modeling that takes into 

account factors such as water velocity and depth.  The project replenishes a resource that has 

historically been an important part of the lower American River and its delicate ecosystem. 

 
EDWPA meeting, June 9, 2017: GM Felix and District Engineer Carson attended the EDWPA 

meeting to discuss the Well 15 ASR project, which consisted of a mutual aid agreement that will need 

to be firmed up between RLECWD and Sac Suburban WD (SSWD).  This will include 

interconnection upgrades such as replacing the propeller meter with a magnetic (mag) meter, 

replacement of the Ames style valve with a Motor Operated Butterfly Valve (MOV), adding a 

transmitter to send operating data to SCADA and possibly installing two pressure transducers that can 

monitor pressure for each district’s distribution system water pressure. Our District also plans to 

install a Programmable Logic Controller (PLC) to help with flow control and pressure between both 

districts. Other talk included scheduling with SSWD to discuss wheeling costs and the 

commencement of the construction project possibly in early October. This will include a meeting with 

Tesco for a timeline of completion. More to come. 

 
Warranty Coating Repairs for 730 L Street, 1.2 MG Water Tank, June 13, 2017: To recall, the 

reservoir was inspected for warranty issues by Liquid Engineering Corp. and it was determined that 

corrosion was found scattered throughout the inside of the tank. An inspection report was provided by 

the contractor, which was presented to the board to include a contingency plan for mitigation, as well 

as, qualification references, and warranty contract review by legal regarding Simpson Sandblasting. 

On May 23, 2017, Simpson Sand Blasting commenced with the warranty repairs and finished on June 

6, 2017. All repairs to the tank were inspected by a third-party inspector, MCS Inspection Group, 

which provides National Association of Coating Engineers (NACE) Certified Coating Inspection 

Services. District staff began filling the tank on June 6th and pulled the required water samples on the 

tank, Bacteriological and Volatile Organics, on June 8th. All sample results came back good and the 

tank was put back into service on June 13, 2017.  

 
Distribution Operator Interviews, June 13, 2017: GM Felix, Superintendent Goyet and Operations 

staff Vigallon and Bell, interviewed 7 candidates to fill a vacant position for Distribution Operator 1. 

The interviewing went well as four candidates were selected to move on to the second round. More to 

come. 

 

LAFCo, June 13, 2017: GM Felix has been in contact with Don Lockhart with LAFCo to discuss 

updating the Municipal Service Review (MSR) to amend the Sphere to include the Northborough 

Plan. Bret Hogge, Land Use Manager with Northborough will be providing the District with the 

exhibits needed from the annexation process they completed. Also, legal is in the process of working 

out the details of the funding agreement with Northborough’s attorney. The agreement includes 

provisions requiring the District to provide a scope of services by third party consultants such as 

engineers and technical consultants.  
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ACWA President, Kathy Tiegs meeting, June 14, 2017: GM Felix met with ACWA President Kathy 

Tiegs to discuss challenges that the District is facing, such as, Cr6 mitigation, ASR well technology, 

conjunctive use planning through RiverArc and EDWPA projects, and SB 555, Water Loss 

Management. Ms. Tiegs left the District impressed with the amount of projects and programs that the 

District is involved in. She provided the District with a member packet with valuable resources for 

District use.       

 

Well 16 & 17 Site inspections, from May through June 2017: GM Felix and Superintendent Goyet 

have been visiting well sites 16 &17 to monitor the progress of the construction of monitoring wells. 

So far, the construction of the monitoring wells is complete at both sites and water quality samples 

have been collected. The GM has scheduled a meeting with Wood Rodgers for June 19, 2017 to 

discuss the water quality results and determine if we can move forward with the construction of 

production wells. More to come.  

 

District Server Cyber Attack Mitigation, June 14, 2017: The District has been dealing with residual 

issues associated with the cyber attack that occurred on May 19, 2017. Many of our programs have 

been corrupted and are being corrected as we find them. We have also purchased a subscription to 

CrashPlan. CrashPlan allows us to remotely back-up our computer system data with In-the-Cloud 

Server technology.   

 

SAWWA meeting, June 15, 2017: GM Felix, Superintendent Goyet and Water Conservation 

Specialist Peterson attended the SAWWA meeting where discussion took place regarding five water 

conservation bills that are currently working their way through the California Legislature—Assembly 

Bills (“AB”) 968 (Rubio), 1654 (Freed), 1667 (Friedman), 1668 (Friedman), and 1669 (Friedman). 

On May 31, 2017, the California State Assembly voted to pass AB 1654, 1667, and 1668. Having 

passed the Assembly, those bills will advance to the Senate for consideration. AB 968 and 1669 are 

currently being held under submission by the Assembly Appropriations Committee. 
 
All five bills are aimed at enhancing long-term water use efficiency and drought planning for both 

urban and agricultural water suppliers. Each of the bills is part of an effort to implement 

recommendations from the report, “Making Water Conservation a California Way of Life” 

(“Report”). The Report is the result of a cooperative effort of the Department of Water Resources 

(“DWR”), the State Water Resources Control Board (“Water Board”), the California Public Utilities 

Commission, the California Department of Food and Agriculture, and the California Energy 

Commission under Governor Brown’s Executive Order B-37-16 to address the lasting impacts of the 

most recent drought and plan for future drought events. The intent of the Report and the Executive 

Order is to make the water use reductions and conservation seen during the recent drought the “new 

normal” for the State of California. 
 

AB 968 would establish new water use efficiency targets for urban retail water suppliers to be 

achieved by 2025. Urban retail water suppliers would be required to adopt one of the following 

methods for determining water use efficiency targets: (1) 75% of the urban retail water suppliers base 

daily per capita water use; (2) a water budget efficiency target based on indoor water use, outdoor 

water use, and variances; or (3) 90% of the applicable hydrologic region target. The bill would also 

require DWR to reconvene its Urban Stakeholder Committee, which would recommend potential 

adjustments to water use efficiency targets for retail urban water suppliers, as well as recommend 

performance measures for commercial, industrial, and institutional water users. Compared to existing 

law, AB 968 provides urban water suppliers with greater discretion to adjust and update their water 

use efficiency targets, but remains in the Assembly Appropriations Committee. 
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AB 1654 would establish new water supply and demand reporting requirements for urban water 

suppliers. In addition to the existing requirements in an urban water management plan, the bill would 

require urban water suppliers to: annually report the status of its water supplies for that year, 

determine whether that supply will be adequate to meet projected customer demand, and implement 

the appropriate responses, as described in its water shortage contingency analysis, if the urban retail 

water supplier determines water supplies for the applicable water year will not be adequate to meet 

projected customer demand. The bill also requires the plan to contain a description of how an 

emergency supply has been established to increase water supply reliability during times of shortage. 

AB 1654 encourages urban water suppliers to continue investing in water supply reliability and 

diversification and is one of the bills that has been passed to the Senate. 

 

AB 1667 addresses agricultural water management and amends the Water Code to expand 

agricultural water supplier monitoring and reporting requirements. The bill would require agricultural 

water suppliers to amend their agricultural water management plans to: quantify the efficiency of 

agricultural water use, establish an annual water budget, describe the agricultural water supplier’s 

water management strategy, and include a drought plan describing the actions of the agricultural 

water supplier for drought preparedness and management of water supplies and allocations during 

drought conditions. AB 1667 promotes agricultural water use efficiency and drought preparedness 

and, along with AB 1654 and AB 1668, is on its way to the Senate. 

 

AB 1668 creates a new drought response plan by making changes to water supply planning and 

drought planning to incorporate climate change, enhance water supply analysis, and strengthen the 

enforceability of urban water management plans and drought contingency planning. The bill would 

require urban water suppliers to revise their urban water plans to contain: (1) a drought risk 

assessment that examines water shortage risks, and (2) a water shortage consistency plan with certain 

elements, including annual water budget forecast procedures, standard water shortage levels, shortage 

response actions, and communication protocols and procedures. Additionally, AB 1668 would require 

an urban water supplier to declare a water shortage emergency whenever a water shortage of 40% or 

greater exists. AB 1668 enhances urban water management planning and requirements for water 

shortage contingency plans and has also been passed onto the Senate. 

 

AB 1669 requires the Water Board, in consultation with DWR, to establish both interim and long-

term standards for urban water conservation. The bill would require the Water Board to adopt long-

term standards for urban water conservation and water use and authorizes the Water Board to issue a 

regulation or informational order requiring a distributor of a public water supply to submit 

information relating to water production, water use, or water conservation. AB 1669 implements 

major portions of Executive Order B-37-16, but remains in the Assembly Appropriations Committee. 

Statement of Delinquent Properties, June 15, 2017: Staff provided the Finance and Administrative 

Committee with a Statement of Delinquent Properties for Water Charges for review and 

recommendation for adoption by the full board. Per the District’s Policy Manual under section 

4.31.290, Liens for Unpaid Charges, the Water Code expressly grants county water districts the 

power to levy unpaid water charges as annual property taxes. Once the unpaid charges have been 

delinquent for sixty (60) days, the District should notify the property owner in writing that the unpaid 
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charges may become a lien on the property. Annually, on or before August 1st, the District must 

provide the County Board of Supervisor’s and the Country Auditor a written statement of charges that 

remain delinquent and unpaid for sixty (60 days or more as of July 1st. The delinquent amounts 

included in the statement are levied as annual taxes on the property supplied with the water. The 

delinquent amounts constitute a lien on the property in the same manner as a tax lien securing annual 

property taxes.  

 

However, the County has yet to send out the 2017 Direct Levy Packet for the lien process, which was 

expected to be delivered by June 15, 2017. Likewise, the new charges for the process will not be 

available till August. According to Mr. Kwong, Auditor Controller Division, the packet will be sent 

within the week.  

Thank you for allowing me to serve the community and district! 

 

 

5.2 District Engineer’s Report 

 

District Engineer, Jim Carson provided the Board of Directors a written report of current projects since 

the last Board meeting. Mr. Carson provided the Board with a Capital Budget Update, River Arc, SHRA 

Update, Water Supply Update, Well 2A – Cr6 Well Head Mitigation, Well 15 – Cr6 Mitigation Project,  

ASR Groundwater Injection Project, Well 10 – Proposition 84 Grant/ Loan Funded Cr6 Treatment, Well 

16 –17 Replacement Wells, Well 9 – Water Lubrication Conversion, Elverta Specific Plan (ESP) 

Development.  

 

President Dills questioned an update for Wells 16 and 17. District Engineer, Jim Carson stated the 

preliminary water quality from Well17 was a little disappointing in that, one of the levels would require 

treatment for Manganese, Arsenic and the most production of water was about 600 gallons a minute. Well 

16, which is closer to Dry Creek and U Street, had better results with production about 1200-1500 gallons 

a minute and looks to require no treatment for Manganese, Arsenic or Cr6. The Planning Committee will 

discuss and look at another possible water supply in place of Well 17.  

 

5.3 Five Year Capital Budget Summary- Major Water Supply and Distribution        

      Improvements  

 

In order to plan for future capital improvements, the District Board needs to adopt a CIP budget. The Five 

Year Capital Budget Summary was presented to the Planning Committee for review and comment. The 

District is now presenting the Five Year Capital Budget Summary- Major Water Supply and Distribution 

Improvements for Board review and approval. 

 

The Board had questions on the amount of the $25k budgeted for EDWAPA project is now at a budget of 

$250k. GM Felix explained that the $25k has been used up and the $250k amount budgeted is for the 

Well 15 modification ASR well, Sacramento Suburban interconnection upgrade, hydrogeologist, and 

Environmental SEQ compliance and injections permit. Director Henrici stated the Finance and 

Administrative Committee has not seen the details for this project. 

 

It was moved by Director Henrici and seconded by Director Green to approve the Five Year Capital 

Budget Summary – Major Water Supply and Distribution Improvements subject to cost details of 

EDWAPA budget item be brought back before the next Planning Committee.  Directors Green, Dills, 

Ridilla, Henrici voted yes. Director Harris voted no. The motion carried with a vote of 4-1-0. 
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5.4 FY 2017-18 Operating and Capital Budget 

 

The District budget consists of the operational and capital improvement needs of the District. The public 

hearing was conducted during this Board Meeting, giving the public the opportunity to comment on the 

budget. A preliminary budget was adopted by the Board at the June Board meeting so the District could 

continue its normal operation effective July 1st. 

  

It was moved by Director Dills and seconded by Director Ridilla to approve the FY 2017-18 Operating 

and Capital Budget by Resolution No. 2017-03. Directors Harris, Dills, Green, Henrici, Ridilla voted 

yes. The motion carried with a unanimous vote of 5-0-0. 

 

5.5  BEC Appraisal Report for Well 17 Property, APN 206-0035-061-0000, 2.29 acres            

       located  between 7th and 8th Street, at the terminus of 7th Street 

 

It is the District’s goal and plan to construct a new well (Well 17) to restore water supply due to lost 

production from Well’s 6 and 8A as they are at the end of their economic life. The benefits are to include 

lower costs in O&M associated with no treatment regeneration or Cr6 waste disposal, power savings by 

eliminating headloss across the treatment system(s), reduced labor and water quality sampling, and the 

potential implementation of Aquifer, Storage & Recovery (ASR) technology for conjunctive use planning 

and water banking. 

   

It was tabled by the Board to delay the commencement for the property at Well 17 until official water 

quality reports are presented. 

 

5.6  Re-Allocation of $19,773 ACWA/JPIA refund check to the Capital Improvement Budget 

 

The District received a refund in the amount of $19,773 from our property insurance carrier. The District 

is in need of replacing a field truck this next fiscal year so the funds would be best allocated to the 

Vehicle Replacement fund. 

 

It was moved by Director Ridilla and seconded by Director Dills to approve the reallocation of $19,773 

to the Vehicle Replacement fund in the Capital Improvement Budget.  Directors, Dills, Henrici, Ridilla 

voted yes. Directors Green and Harris voted no. The motion carried with a vote of 3-2-0. 

 

5.7  Special District Risk Management Authority (SDRMA) Official Election Ballot by   

       Resolution No. 2017-04 

 

SDRMA is requesting our governing board for the selection of up to (4) candidates to the SDRMA Board 

of Directors by Resolution No. 2017-04. The four-year terms for newly Directors will begin on January 1, 

2018 and terminate on December 31, 2021. 

 

It was moved by Director Harris and seconded by Director Ridilla to select Timothy Unruh, Jean 

Bracy, David Aranda and Mike Scheafer for (SDRMA) Board. The motion carried with a vote of 5-0-0. 

No roll call vote was taken for Resolution No. 2017-04.  

 

5.8  California Special Districts Association (CSDA) Board of Directors 2017 Election            

       Ballot 

 

The Board is being asked to vote for only one candidate to represent Seat C of the District’s network on 

the Official Ballot. 
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It was moved by Director Green and seconded by Director Henrici to select Peter J. Kampa to the 

CSDA Board of Directors Sierra Network Seat C. Directors Dills, Henrici, Ridilla, Green and Harris 

voted yes. The motion carried with a unanimous vote of 5-0-0. 

 

 

6. INFORMATION ITEMS 

 

6.1. DISTRICT ACTIVITY REPORT 

a. Water Operations Report 

b. Conservation Report 

  

 

  6.2. BOARD REPORTS 

a. Regional Water Authority - Henrici, Felix – No meeting this month. 

b. Sacramento Groundwater Authority - Green, Harris – Agenda and Executive Report  

c. LAFCo - Green - No meeting to report on. 

d. Planning Committee - Henrici, Harris – Meeting canceled. 

e. Finance / Administrative Committee - Henrici, Ridilla - June minutes provided. 

f. Other Reports –Ad Hoc Committee – 

 

  

7. PUBLIC COMMENT FOR CLOSED SESSION 

 

No public comment. 

The Board convened to closed session at 7:15 p.m.  

 

8.   CLOSED SESSION - The Board of Directors will convene to Closed Session to discuss the 

 following item. 

 

A. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED 

LITIGATION - Initiation of litigation pursuant to paragraph (4) of subdivision (d) of  

Section 54956.9: (1 case).  

 

B. PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION – General Manager - The 

Board of Directors will meet in closed session pursuant to Government Code §54957(b)(1) – 

to evaluate the performance of the public employee under the existing employment contract. 

  

9.  RECONVENE OPEN SESSION 

 

President Dills reconvened to open session at 9:07 p.m. 

President Dills reported that GM Ralph Felix submitted a letter of resignation from the position as 

General Manger and the Board has accepted his resignation.  

 

10.  DIRECTORS’ AND GENERAL MANAGER COMMENTS 

 
Director Harris commented that she was disappointed he was leaving the position as GM. 

 

11.  ADJOURNMENT  

 

President Dills adjourned the meeting at 9:09 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

_Signature on File____     Signature on File______________ 

Ralph Felix, Secretary                                                        Brent Dills, President of the Board 


